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Introduction 
Many critics have read Howards End written by E.M. Forster 
and have recognized Forster's message as "Only connect", which is 
the idea Margaret represents. "Since the importance of personal 
relationships is emphasized throughout Howards End, there is one 
final aspect of Forster's attempt at making an English myth that 
should be considered: the nature of these human connections" 
(Barrett 164). As they have suggested, I also agree with the 
importance of human relations and my reading is mainly along the 
line, because "Only connect" is an important and spiritual attitude . 
The attitude interests me in this novel. Margaret always 
tries to have to do with the middle class people, the Wilcoxes and 
Basts . The process of her connection lets us notice that it 1s 
important to link with each other because we cannot live alone. If 
we develop our culture and society, it is necessary for us to 
cooperate with other people who have different values. In this 
story, she intends to get along with people having different views, 
and it is her nature and belief that allow her to do that. 
One of the most important points is how Margaret displays 
her power of connecting people. She is wise. "She is formidably 
intellectual, awesomely articulate, confidently self· knowing" (Page 
19). Many critics know that Margaret is so sensible. Her words 
and thoughts make us really impressed. 
Margaret has had her intellectual nature since she was a 
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child. It is an episode when Aunt Juley lived in a house in 
Wickham Place. Schlegels' nephew who was German visited there 
with his wife . Margaret listened to a discussion about whether 
God gave Germans or British a mission of dominating the world . 
Aunt Juley believed British was on the mission, but the nephew had 
· an opposite idea. At the age of 13, Margaret concluded as follows 
about this collision. 
"'To me one of two things is very clear; either God does not 
know his own mind about England and Germany, or else 
these do not know the mind of God." A hateful little girl, 
but at thirteen she had grasped a dilemma that most 
people travel through life without perceiving. Her brain 
darted up and down; it grew pliant and strong. Her 
conclusion was, that any human being lies nearer to the 
unseen than any organization, and from this she never 
varied" (44). 
The intelligence that thirteen year old Margaret showed plays an 
important part in this novel when she tries to connect with people 
who have various values. Besides, it is necessary for us to pay 
attention to not only her sermon "Only connect" but also her idea 
below. 
"'Life's very difficult and full of surprises. At all events, 
I've got as far as that. To be humble and kind, to go 
straight ahead, to love people rather than pity them, to 
remember the submerged-well, one can't do all these 
4 
things at once, worse luck, because they're so 
contradictory. It's then that proportion comes in-to live 
by proportion. Don't begin with proportion. Only prigs do 
that. Let proportion come in as a last resource, when the 
better things have failed, and a deadlock"' (83) 
Margaret evaluates the process in which reaction comes before 
proportion. It's unnatural that we intend to get proportion first 
although this world contains events and emotions that contradict 
and conflict. People can't meet every demand at the same time but 
final condition will lead to due proportional result. Thus, 
Margaret's thought is realized only when she connects with other 
characters. 
Margaret shows us a process of connecting people with 
various values. Because their senses of value with which she tries 
to link are different, the story lets us guess the range of personal 
relations. "WE are not concerned with the very poor. They are 
unthinkable and only to be approached by the statistician or the 
poet. This story deals with gentlefolk, or with those who are obliged 
to pretend that they are gentlefolk" (58). We can exclude the 
upper class and the working class from our thought. The middle 
class contains Schlegels, Wilcoxes and Basts, so Margaret will 
harmonize them. First, she has an intention to get along with 
Ruth Wilcox, who is Henry's wife and has traditional spirit and 
thoughts in England. Second, she deci_des to marry Henry, which 
results in the fact that their families get together, and she 
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understands Henry's idea that is practical and materialistic. 
Moreover she tries to continue to worry with love and loyalty about 
her younger sister, Helen, who is passionate and becomes crazy 
about Wilcoxes. At last, there is a particular relationship between 
Margaret and Leonard Bast, who wants to get culture, although he 
comes to be poor little by little and finally dies. We need to check 
these human relations with Margaret one by one. 
It is important for us to recognize the idea as "Only connect". 
Margaret has the attitude to connect with people around her, 
furthermore she is so wise and intelligent that characters having 
different values in this story gather up in one. It is necessary for 
us to read this story, checking not only her nature but also her 
reaction before proportional connection is accomplished. 
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Chapter 1 
Connection with a traditional woman 
It was Ruth Wilcox that Margaret started to connect directly with. 
She was Henry's wife and had three children, Charles, Paul and 
Evie. Wilcox family succeeded in business and investment and 
rose suddenly, and most of them had values to think about things on 
a pragmatic basis, but she was different. "Mrs Wilcox, though a 
good and dutiful wife and mother, is connected more deeply to the 
house and to the past" (Page 69). Ruth had different values and 
got to have relations with Margaret. 
Margaret and Ruth Wilcox came to have friendship because of a 
brief affair caused by Helen and Paul in the beginning of Howards 
End. Margaret worried about Helen because she thought that her 
sister might not get over the bitter experience in the affair. Then 
Wilcox family moved in to the opposite side of Schlegel's house in 
Wickham Place. Margaret guessed that Wilcox's move might make 
Helen embarrassed. 
In this situation, she got irritated at the fact that Ruth tried to 
come for greetings, because it was supposed that neighbors should 
call on people who moved. "And then, remembering that in 
England the new-comer ought not to call before she is called upon, 
she changed her tone from awe to disapproval, and opined that Mrs. 
Wilcox was keine Dame."Bother the whole family!" snapped 
Margaret" (75). Margaret didn't have good feeling toward Wilcox 
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family because she thought that Paul Wilcox was immature and 
kissed Helen, and that Mrs. Wilcox didn't know the social manners. 
Margaret thought that Ruth tried to get along with Schlegel family 
by greeting. Margaret considered Ruth's act to be an outrageous 
thing. There was a possibility that Wilcox's move could bother 
Helen again therefore Margaret didn't want Helen to be worried. 
Her process of thinking was explained by the author. 
Her mind darted from impulse to impulse, and finally 
marshalled them all in review. The practical person, who 
knows what he wants at once, and generally knows 
nothing else, will accuse her of indecision. But this was 
the way her mind worked. And when she did act, no one 
could accuse her of indecision then. She hit out as lustily 
as if she had not considered the matter at all (77). 
Margaret's action was quick and clear. After she checked the 
situation instinctively and sent to Ruth a letter which told that it 
was better for them not to meet each other in order not to let heat of 
the love between Helen and Paul flare up again. Actually what 
she understood instinctively was wrong, although her mistake 
helped her connection with Ruth. Ruth sent a letter to her as a 
reply. The letter said that the reason why Ruth came for greetings 
was not to get along with each other but to tell that Margaret could 
put her mind at ease because Paul, who behaved badly, went to 
work abroad. Margaret was shocked. As a lady, she did a very 
rude thing, so she called on Ruth in order to apologize for it at once. 
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For the first time Margaret met and talked with Ruth Wilcox. 
Although Margaret couldn't agree with Ruth, she kept it in mind 
that she would listen to Mrs. Wilcox carefully because she did a 
ru~e reply to Ruth and had important values of personal relations. 
"Margaret had once said she "loved superstition." It was not true. 
Few women had tried more earnestly to pierce the accretions in 
which body and soul are enwrapped" (111). Margaret couldn't 
believe in a superstition, but she listened to Ruth's talk with care. 
Ruth told her that a toothache could be cured when people chewed 
peel of an elm tree in which teeth of pig stuck. Margaret answered 
as follows about the superstition. "'I should. I love folklore and all 
festering superstitions'" (82) . In spite of the fact that Margaret 
didn't believe in a superstition, she told Ruth that she liked it. 
When she was asked if a toothache could be really cured, "'Of course 
it did . It would cure anything- once"' (82) answered Margaret. 
There was a reason why she agreed with Ruth reluctantly. "Mrs. 
Wilcox alone had 'possessed' Howards End, for she had loved it, had 
sensed its inner and continuing life. The ancient wych·elm, where 
pigs' teeth had been buried by the country people in the belief that 
the bark would then cure the toothache, is to her no mere curiosity, 
but a precious and true inheritance, the soul of the past impinging 
on the present" (Stone 258) . Howards End was everything for Mrs. 
Wilcox. Margaret knew it by instinct; she was so sympathetic and 
valued the sense to which Ruth attached great importance. She 
tried to link to the most important thing that Ruth represented. 
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Margaret was interested in their talk about Howards End, 
but Margaret got to lose interest in Ruth's story, because Margaret 
got fed up with a long conversation that wasn't about Howards End. 
Ruth started to talk about Charles and Henry, but "Margaret could 
not bear being bored . She grew inattentive , played with the 
photograph frame, dropped it , smashed Dolly's glass, apologized, 
was pardoned, cut her finger thereon, was pitied, and finally said 
she must be going (82)." Clearly Margaret ran out of 
concentration and started to pay no attention to what Ruth talked 
about except Howards End. Margaret seemed to show no interest 
in that talk, but she invited Mrs. Wilcox to a luncheon so that she 
could deepen her friendship with this old lady. 
Ruth Wilcox was a faithful woman devoted herself to her 
children and husband. Her hobby was plain and her culture was 
narrow. Furthermore "Ruth Wilcox is represented as beyond 
language deployed as power, beyond the words that cripple 
communication among the other characters, implicated as they are 
in ideology" (Elizabeth 93). Ruth was invited by Margaret to the 
luncheon, but she was poor at talking. 
Margaret experienced emotional reaction against Ruth at 
the luncheon. She invited Ruth to the place where they enjoyed 
expressing themselves about topics which ranged from art, 
journalism, politics to other topics. Through this meeting, she 
intended to make friends with Ruth, but she failed . Ruth was 
unable to follow guests' talking. When Ruth started to talk, people 
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around her became quiet because her way of speaking and her 
atmosphere had mysterious solemnness. Ruth was out of place. 
She made an inappropriate remark. She suggested to the 
members that they should leave action and argument to men, while 
guests including women enjoyed their lively discussion. Margaret, 
one of them, struggled to keep the atmosphere good and she noticed 
merits about Ruth's personality. "Margaret, zigzagging with her 
friends over Thought and Art, was conscious of a personality that 
transcended their own and dwarfed their activities. There was no 
bitterness in Mrs. Wilcox" (86). Margaret began to realize Ruth's 
personality while she felt that Ruth was clumsy about their 
discussion. The luncheon party ended in failure. Ruth said to 
Margaret that Ruth could enjoyed this party. However, Margaret 
believed that she could connect with people around her so that she 
kept making an effort to sustain friendship. '"Don't pretend you 
enjoyed lunch, for you loathed it, but forgive me by coming again, 
alone, or by asking me to you"' (88). Margaret recognized the 
failure of the luncheon party and felt sorry for Ruth. Therefore 
Margaret tried to have friendship. Ruth didn't respond to 
Margaret intention. They had their own pace about friendship. 
It took time for them to meet, so it was Christmas when she started 
to deepen mutual friendship again. 
Margaret and Ruth went shopping for Christmas presents. 
Margaret had an opportunity to get along, but she refused to accept 
a Christmas present from Ruth. "[S]he did not want to receive 
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anything expensive. Their acquaintance was singular rather than 
intimate," (90). The reason why Margaret didn't get a present had 
something to do with Helen and Mrs. Munt. She didn't desire that 
taking a present from Ruth caused each family trouble. Genuinely 
Margaret wanted to link with Ruth as friends, so she declined to 
receive a present. They finished shopping. Margaret's name had 
been written at the head of the shopping list. Margaret rejected 
Ruth's suggestion while considering personal relations which 
meant not to cause a trouble in both families in this time. 
After the shopping, Margaret was invited by Ruth to come to 
Howards End with Ruth. She wanted to go there for a long time, 
but declined Ruth's offer again taking their condition into account. 
"Margaret glanced at the pitiless air and then at the tired 
face of her companion. 'Later on I should love it,' she 
continued, 'but it's hardly the weather for such an 
expedition, and we ought to start when we're fresh. Isn't 
the house shut up, too?' She received no answer. Mrs. 
Wilcox appeared to be annoyed. 'Might I come some other 
day? "' (93) 
Margaret refused to go to Howards End on that day because she 
was tired. However, Margaret, who respected the most important 
values in a person, made a worst answer, because Howards End had 
the largest value for Ruth. Margaret noticed the mistake after she 
left. She was thinking about Ruth not focusing on a conversation 
with Tibby. "[H]er mind was focussed on the invisible. She 
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discerned that Mrs . Wilcox, though a loving wife and mother, had 
only one passion in life-her house-and that the moment was 
solemn when she invited a friend to share this passion with her. To 
answer "another day" was to answer as a fool" (95). Margaret 
thought that they were exhausted by the shopping, thus what she 
planned was that they would go back home today to rest and would 
visit Howards End some other time. However she wasn't able to 
understand Ruth's intention. It was a big decision for Ruth to try 
to invite Margaret to Howards End, although she didn't have many 
friends and was a reticent lady. Margaret understood Ruth's 
determination, so she went to King's Cross to follow Ruth. Finally 
Margaret couldn't visit Howards End because Ruth met Henry and 
Evie at the King's Cross incidentally. They left Margaret there 
and got back home in London. 
After the parting, Margaret was unable to meet Ruth again, 
because she died. Margaret refused to get the invitation once and 
reconsidered and decided to change her mind but she couldn't call 
on Howards End as she thought. What did Margaret connect with 
through Ruth? It is true that she can connect with Ruth as a 
friend but it is sure for her not to link with Wilcox family. 
Wilcox family has Henry as the present master of the house. 
They succeeded in business and investment, so they were able to 
rise suddenly to the upper middle class. They had materialistic 
and practical view and paid nb attention to artistic subjects like 
prose and poem, but Ruth Wilcox was different from them. 
13 
Ruth felt difficulty in being the member of Wilcox family. In 
addition, she inherited factors about Howards End. 
"Mrs. Wilcox (it is interesting that Forster gives her 
Quaker origins) seems at once different from the rest of 
_ her family: she loves the garden (she does not suffer from 
hay fever), but looks tired, her dress trailing over the wet 
grass, her hands full of hay, smelling flowers-as Helen 
first describes her, so we always see her and are meant to 
see her, for she is the spirit of Howards End" (Grandsden 
61 · 2). 
She was not practical but traditional, although she was a faithful 
mother and wife for Wilcox family. In the beginning of this novel, 
she listened to ancestral voices. What was the most important for 
Ruth was traditional spirits or souls which she inherited from 
ancestors. Howards End had all these elements to which she 
succeeded . Ruth looked at the world regarding these factors as 
her central values. "So when Mrs. Wilcox on her deathbed pencils 
a hasty note (which she fails to sign) leaving Howards End to 
Margaret, it is a spiritual rather than a material bequest" (Stone 
258). Before Ruth died, she found out a person who seemed to 
inherit the traditional spirits, then she drew up the will. She 
thought that "Ruth Wilcox's spiritual qualities have not descended 
to her children" (Duckworth 79). Wilcox family grieved over 
Ruth's death at the thought of her, but they started to be angry 
when the will was found out. They began to think rationally 
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instead of lamenting and to consider Howards End to be a heritage , 
so they couldn't accept Ruth's wish. They burned her note. Ruth 
wanted someone to inherit the house . "Her chief object is ensuring 
the survival of Howards End" (Page 67). What she wanted was to 
find a person who understood the traditional spirits and souls, and 
to let her inherit it. In other words, Ruth wanted to give Margaret 
Howards End. 
Margaret came to connect with the traditional spirits and soul 
which Ruth had. The way of Margaret 's connection with Ruth was 
not easy. There were some things that they missed with each other. 
Their relations began when Margaret sent her letter to Ruth . 
Margaret enjoyed a conversation about Howards End, invited Ruth 
to the luncheon party and went shopping for the Christmas 
presents with Ruth. She gradually understood Ruth's thought and 
values by listening to a superstition about the wych·elm tree and a 
conversation about scenery of neighborhood around Howards End. 
Margaret enjoyed with Ruth and had an unpleasant feeling 
against her. Margaret didn't have proportional connection with 
Ruth from the beginning, but "Margaret's personal relations with 
Mrs. Wilcox lead to the gift of Howards End" (Page 81). The blank 
in the head of the shopping list meant that Ruth was going to give 
Margaret Howards End. 
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Chapter 2 
Connection with a practical man 
Many critics tell that Howards End describes what results 
from human relations between people who have different values . 
Differences between Schlegel family and Wilcox family interest us. 
Margaret Schlegel represented Schlegel family, who made much of 
artistic sensitivity and loved literature . On the other hand, Henry 
Wilcox was the present head of the Wilcox family, which 
emphasized the way of understanding things practically. "At the 
upper end of the scale is Mr. Wilcox, the businessman, rich and 
rapidly growing richer" (Trilling 102). So Wilcoxes thought that 
they were pragmatic people and whether things were profitable or 
not . Margaret and Henry were important figures . Margaret 
wanted to marry Henry in order to achieve proportional connection. 
At first, he wasn't interested in Margaret 
Henry Wilcox started to be interested in Margaret long after 
his wife's death. He met Margaret for the first time when she and 
his wife were going to go to Howards End from King's Cross. Ruth 
introduced Margaret to her husband, but Henry made a response 
lightly and paid attention to his wife soon. Henry didn't focus on 
Margaret at all when they met. Henry and Margaret started to 
like each other after Ruth Wilcox died. 
Margaret wanted to get along with Wilcox family. Margaret, 
who valued personal relations , didn't think that relations between 
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Schlegels and Wilcoxes would come to end because of Ruth's death . . 
"[S]he could take an interest in the survivors. In spite of her 
Christmas duties, in spite of her brother, the Wilcoxes continued to 
play a considerable part in her thoughts" (111). Margaret was 
busy doing her routines but she couldn't forget other things. She 
thought about Wilcoxes because there was a reason. 
They were not "her sort," they were often suspicious and 
stupid, and deficient where she excelled; but collision 
with them stimulated her, and she felt an interest that 
verged into liking, even for Charles. She desired to 
protect them, and often felt that they could protect her, 
excelling where she was deficient. Once past the rocks of 
emotion, they knew so well what to do, whom to send for; 
their hands were on all the ropes, they had grit as well as 
grittiness and she valued grit enormously (111-112). 
Margaret felt difficulty in making friends with them, but she 
noticed them lead a man of life which included "neatness, decision 
and obedience"(112). She was able to get a good stimulus from 
disagreements between the two families. Margaret sometimes 
wanted to protect them and sometimes wanted to be protected. In 
other words she desired to complement each other. "She has 
natural sympathy for the practical people, the Wilcoxes, and 
realizes their contribution towards achieving civilization and that 
without them civilization could not continue" (Brander 133). 
Margaret received benefit of practical people like Wilcoxes, 
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therefore Margaret valued the way of management in business; 
their "grit" (112) which enabled Wilcoxes to get on in the world. 
Margaret regarded Wilcoxes not as enemies but as people with an 
attractive nature. · Henry was such a person. Furthermore, 
"Margaret's attraction for Henry is a response to his masculinity 
and decisiveness, his optimism and self-confidence" (Summers 127). 
Margaret was interested in Wilcoxes, especially Henry. In this 
way, Margaret was quite different from Helen. 
Margaret sent a letter to Helen, which told that an effort of a 
connection was more important than a comparison. Helen had a 
tendency to ignore significance of practical people and to emphasize 
artistic sensibilities or personal relations . Margaret thought 
Helen was wrong in treating such people with despise. "'Don't 
brood too much,' she wrote to Helen, 'on the superiority of the 
unseen to the seen. It's true, but to brood on it is medieval. Our 
business is not to contrast the two, but to reconcile them"' (112). 
Margaret believed that a connection with people was so important. 
We can see Margaret reconcile herself with Henry. 
After a dinner party, Margaret and Helen met Henry on 
Chelsea Embankment and began to talk. When Henry told them it 
wasn't good for Margaret and Helen to stand without gentlemen, 
Helen reacted against him. However, "Margaret accepted it as 
part of the good man's equipment" (137). Margaret considered his 
'advice to be his kindness. When Henry said that he should have 
improved a skill of discussion in his youth, Helen was angry with 
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him again, but Margaret understood him generously. "The 
patronizing tone, thought Margaret, came well enough from a man 
who was old enough to be their father. She had always maintained 
that Mr. Wilcox had a charm" (138). Margaret took it for granted 
that Henry said in that way, because he was as old as her father . 
Margaret understood Wilcox family friendly and she respected their 
grit. In addition, Margaret liked Henry's mustaches and forehead . 
She gradually got to think about differences between Schlegel 
family and Wilcox family after Ruth died. Margaret, who was 
proud of her values, came to love Henry Wilcox. So she wondered 
how to part with Henry. 
Margaret came to love Henry little by little, so she showed a 
good attitude to him when she left him on Chelsea Embankment. 
"'And how's Howards End looking?' said Margaret, wishing to 
change the subject before they parted. Mr. Wilcox was a little apt to 
think one wanted to get something out of him" (141) . There was a 
reason why Margaret said like that. Henry succeeded in his 
business and investment, so Margaret thought. that he had many 
opportunities to be asked to help other people get a new job. She 
thought that he didn't like to be asked because he had economical 
merits. Margaret speculated that Henry guessed that he would be 
as'ked to take care of a person who was a clerk in the employment of 
the Porphyrion Fire Insurance Company. Therefore she changed 
their topic when they separated. "[S]he has also complete honesty 
and integrity, great insight" (Gransden 60). Margaret showed 
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consideration for Henry, not only because she liked him but also 
because she had a good personality. Margaret showed it when she 
was asked to be Henry's wife by him . 
When Margaret and Henry went to a house 1n London in 
order to rent it for her, he wanted her to be married . Margaret had 
to move out of Schlegel's house in Wickham Place, because the 
contract of the house had expired. Henry looked for a new house 
on behalf of Margaret. When they went to see the house, they 
examined it. Henry said to Margaret that he wanted her to be his 
wife. Margaret almost accepted Henry's offer, so she felt as 
follows. "So deep already was her sympathy, that when he said, 'I 
am asking you to be my wife,' she made herself give a little start. 
She must show surprise if he expected it. An immense joy came over 
her" (168) . Margaret thought that if she wouldn't be surprised by 
his sudden proposal, Henry might be disappointed to see her calm 
response, because he expected her to be surprised. Margaret 
grasp Henry's psychological process. She could become 
sympathetic and continued to be so. 
Henry was afraid of showing his feelings to people . "He 
desired comradeship and affection, but he feared them , and she, 
who had taught herself only to desire, and could have clothed the 
struggle with beauty, held back, and hesitated with him" (168). 
Henry made much of practical way of thinking and used his brain in 
order to make money, therefore he wasn't good at seeking 
friendship and love. He was scared of these feelings . "The 
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Wilcoxes, men of the world, who shun the inner life, recoil also from 
the idea of death because it makes nonsense of their efforts, while 
the inner-lifers are dedicated to ideas which survive the death of 
the individual" (Gransden 57). Henry didn't have to think about 
death for making money, so by shrinking his inner life, he made 
himself weak about showing his feelings. On the other hand, 
Margaret was used to friendship and love because she always 
focused on personal relations. So she could control herself and 
accept his proposal beautifully. If she did so, she would make him 
lose his face. Margaret kept her fictitious shyness and she 
deliberately retained the same mental condition as Henry did. 
"They parted without shaking hands; she had kept the interview, 
for his sake, in tints of the quietest grey" (169). During the times 
when they were seeking for the house and talking about Henry's 
proposal, Margaret kept thinking about Henry. Her attitude came 
from her belief, "Only connect", and her sympathetic attitude also 
resulted from her decision to look at things on general terms. 
Margaret explained that she couldn't do businesslike work 
efficiently when she and Henry examined the house. So she asked 
Henry to look for it. Margaret wasn't able to focus on one thing. 
"[S]he was-quite as unpractical. She could not 
concentrate on details. Parliament, the Thames, the 
irresponsive chauffeur, would flash into the field of 
house-hunting, and all demand some comment or 
response. It is impossible to see modern life steadily and 
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see it whole, and she had chosen to see it whole . Mr. 
Wilcox saw steadily. He never bothered over the 
mysterious or the private. The Thames might run inland 
from the sea, the chauffeur might conceal all passion and 
philosophy beneath his unhealthy skin. They knew their 
own business, and he knew his. Yet she liked being with 
him. He was not a rebuke, but a stimulus, and banished 
morbidity" (165). 
Margaret viewed things as a whole. She was intelligent and 
sensible, therefore she couldn't keep silent about what she knew. 
The difference which existed in Margaret and Henry enabled 
Margaret to accept Henry as a person. Henry's ability to 
concentrate on things could promote his business and investment. 
His belief was to live and let live. He was practical about 
everything. On the other hand, Margaret liked his way of 
thinking and regarded his saying as a good stimulus, but she 
couldn't live the way he lived. It was natural for her not to 
concentrate on one thing but to be interested in various things in 
daily life. Therefore, she could guess at Henry's feelings and 
thought when he asked her to be his wife. Margaret continued to 
show Henry her kindness until she knew his love affair with Jacky. 
Margaret was unable to check her anger about Henry's love 
affair. The fact that he had a lover ten years ago was uncovered at 
Evie's wedding. Margaret's sister, Helen, took the Basts there and 
Margaret understood relations between Henry and Mrs. Bast. 
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Margaret was depressed. 
For many hours Margaret did nothing; then she 
controlled herself, and wrote some letters. She was too 
bruised to speak to Henry; she could pity him, and even 
determine to marry him, but as yet all lay too deep in her 
heart for speech. On the surface the sense of his 
degradation was too strong. She could not command voice 
or look, and the gentle words that she forced out through 
her pen seemed to proceed from some other person (237). 
Margaret wasn't hurt so much until she knew the fact. In this 
scene, her belief in connecting people went out and she was full of 
hatred and disgust for Henry. Margaret couldn't say anything 
because she was confused when Henry told her their disengagement. 
She wrote to Henry a letter which said that it wasn't good for them 
to cancel their engagement, and she forgave what he did. 
Margaret seemed to get over, but she was distressed about Henry's 
affair again after she finished writing. 
Then the sense of his degradation choked her. Was he 
worth all this bother? To have yielded to a woman of that 
sort was everything, yes, it was, and she could not be his 
wife. She tried to translate his temptation into her own 
language, and her brain reeled. Men must be different 
even to want to yield to such a temptation (238) . 
Margaret had had sexual relationships with some men, and sexual 
desire had driven her at that time. It didn't mean that they had 
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loved each other seriously. Henry was different . Margaret 
thought that he found her likable, which made her feel happy, but it 
wasn't easy for her to accept Henry's love affair ten years ago. His 
affair was a betrayal to Margaret. She worried about it and 
thought whether she forgave him or not. Before going to bed, she 
decided what to do. "Henry must have it as he liked, for she loved 
him, and some day she would use her love to make him a better man. 
Pity was at the bottom of her actions all through this crisis" (240). 
Henry was an attractive man for Margaret, but she knew that he 
had faults which led to his love affair. However, she made a 
decision to make Henry respectable by her love and pity. Margaret 
was upset by his affair, although she had a high skill of human 
communication in personal relations. Her reaction was needed 
before their connection because proportional connection needed 
reaction. There was a big event before Margaret connected 
Schlegel family to Wilcox family. Helen, who got pregnant, said 
that she wanted to stay at Howards End . 
Margaret got so angry with Henry, when Henry refused to 
allow Helen to stay at Howards End. Margaret thought that Helen 
couldn't live in England and couldn't be forgiven socially, because 
she was made pregnant by a man who had his wife. Helen wanted 
to talk with Margaret in Howards End, before she had to go out of 
the country. But Henry didn't understand their wish. "To Henry 
Howards End is not a place to come to rest in: no house is; it is 
something to buy, do up , get tired of, and sell again" (Gransden 75). 
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Henry stuck to his practical way of thinking. He worried that 
something that could cause a problem might happen in his own 
house . Moreover Margaret remembered his failure. "He is mad 
with rage over Helen's affair with Leonard, yet he cannot see that 
his own adultery with Jacky is morally the same" (Stone 256) . 
Margaret thought that she couldn't forgive Henry because he left 
his love affair to one side and didn't accept stubbornly that 
Schlegels wanted to stay at Howards End for the night. Margaret 
got angry to listen to what Henry said despite the fact that he did 
the same mistake as Helen . 
"She controlled herself for the last time. 'No, let us go 
back to Helen's request,' she said. 'It is unreasonable, but 
the request of an unhappy girl. Tomorrow she will go to 
Germany, and trouble society no longer. To-night she asks 
to sleep in your empty house-a house which you do not 
care about, and which you have not occupied for over a 
year. May she? Will you give my sister leave? Will you 
forgive her as you hope to be forgiven, and as you have 
actually been forgiven? Forgive her for one night only. 
That will be enough."' (299-300) 
Margaret thought that it was important to satisfy Helen's wish, 
because Margaret valued personal feelings. Henry didn't take 
Margaret's opinion into consideration and spoke practically from 
his experience. Furthermore he avoided talking about his love 
affair and a man who fell into poverty because of Henry's advice. 
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Margaret's feelings burst out against his assertion . "Not any more 
of this! ' she cried . 'You shall see the connection if it kills you , 
Henry! You have had a mistress"' (300). She blamed him so 
fiercely that she forgot her belief "Only connect". However, it was 
necessary for her to give vent to her anger as reaction if she 
intended to connect with Henry. Proportional connection was 
fulfilled after reaction . The relations between Margaret and 
Henry seemed to be good until she knew his love affair, because she 
accepted him generously. 
She tried to understand and accept him. "Margaret 
diagnoses Henry's trouble: he has been spoilt . He inherited a man's 
world; he has always commanded; he has always been obeyed" 
(Gransden 72) . Margaret adapted herself to Henry. She regarded 
his part which Helen dislike as amiable. When Henry proposed 
Margaret, she considered the feeling of Henry not to make him 
embarrassed. When she knew Henry's love affair, Margaret 
forgave him instead of showing him her ugly feeling. She 
determined to make better relationships with him. After these 
events, Margaret meant to connect with Henry with proportion. 
When Henry declined to allow Margaret and Helen to stay at 
Howards End for the night, her suppressed feelings burst out. 
When these two families got to live in Howards End, Margaret's 
feeling became calm and she achieved her belief "Only connect" 
with proportion . 
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Chapter 3 
Connection with her younger sister 
Margaret and Helen were sisters who occupied the center of 
this novel. Helen was passionate and tended to be taken care of by 
the people around her. Margaret appreciated Helen rather than was 
jealous of. They got along with each other. With regard to their 
personalities, there were differences that made this novel 
interesting. Margaret was intelligent, kind and insightful. She 
was a believer in the philosophy of "only connect". On the other 
hand, her younger sister, "Helen is ardent, impulsive, idealistic, 
and easily disillusioned" (Stone 243) . Helen was passionate and 
her behavior made this story exciting. "[T]he connections Helen 
makes are worth study, partly because it is her energy that gives 
the book much of its momentum" (Stone 246). Helen was 
emotional. She tended to take unexpected actions and cause 
troubles . The first sudden affair was that Helen fell in love with 
Paul Wilcox. 
her. 
Margaret learned the news when Helen wrote to 
Margaret learned the news that Helen loved Paul , and tried 
to go to Howards End . Mrs. Munt asked Margaret why she 
intended to go there. Forster describes as follows. 
Margaret was silent. If her aunt could not see why she 
must go down, she was not going to tell her. She was not 
going to say, 'I love my dear sister; I must be near her at 
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this crisis of her life.' The affections are more reticent 
than the passions, and their expression more subtle. If 
she herself should ever fall in love with a man, she, like 
Helen, would proclaim it from the housetops, but as she 
loved only a sister she used the voiceless language of 
sympathy (24). 
Margaret thought that she didn't have to answer why she tried to 
go to Howards End because she just loved Helen. The sisters 
didn't hate each other, and Margaret took care of Helen. 
Margaret's sympathy for Helen continued to last after Helen 
came back home from Howards End. After Helen sent the letter to 
Margaret, relations between Helen and Paul ended suddenly. 
Margaret felt that Helen was hurt by Paul's carelessness. 
Margaret took care of her. When Wilcox family moved into a house 
opposite to Schlegel family in Wickham Place, Margaret realized 
that Helen worried about Paul Wilcox again, although their affair 
ended. When Aunt Juley asked Helen about Paul, she was 
embarrassed and her cheeks was flushed. Therefore Margaret 
tried to talk with Helen about what she thought of Paul. 
"Margaret took the rather matronly step of speaking about the 
matter to Helen. 'Helen, you must tell me whether this thing 
worries you"' (7 4). Helen answered that she didn't worry about 
this problem. Moreover Helen said that she didn't mind, even if 
Paul wouldn't keep the affair secret. What Helen worried about 
was about Ruth Wilcox, who might mind that Paul would tell people 
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the relation with Helen. So Margaret said as follow s. '" If even 
that worries you, we could arrange something. There's no reason we 
should be near people who displease us or whom we displease , 
thanks to our money. We might even go away for a little."' (7 4) The 
sisters were middle class people rich enough to afford to rent a new 
house so that Helen wouldn't run across Paul. However Helen 
said to Margaret that she didn't mind. Despite the fact that the 
sisters were friendly, they came to be unfriendly little by little. 
Margaret made a decision to marry Henry Wilcox and Helen 
knew the engagement. When Helen met Margaret , Helen objected 
to their engagement. Margaret couldn't accept Helen's objection 
and couldn't understand why Helen was against the engagement so 
much. Margaret felt a sense of unfairness. "Then Margaret 
thought, 'Helen is a little selfish. I have never behaved like this 
when there has seemed a chance of her marrying"' (175). When 
Margaret knew Helen's affair with Paul by her letter, Margaret 
didn't say anything about the affair. On the contrary, Margaret 
prayed for Helen's happiness and tried to call on Howards End. 
However Helen repeated childishly that she didn't accept 
Margaret's engagement. Helen didn't understand why Margaret 
loved Henry, a man of so many faults. Margaret wasn't able to 
grasp why Helen objected to it . 
For Margaret, it was not good for them to be in disagreement. 
She talked to Helen about her opposition before she left for 
Swanage . Margaret wanted to know clea rly why Helen opposed. 
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But to Margaret's surprise, Helen changed her mind and agreed 
with Margaret's engagement and added that the marriage would be 
good. Helen said that she liked "thoroughness" (195), that is to 
say to do anything to it's extreme and tried to be "thorough" (195), 
therefore the relation with Paul ended up in a bad result. Helen 
said that Margaret would get along with Henry because Margaret 
tried to make balance. Helen came to support Margaret. "This 
conversation made Margaret easier" (196). Margaret felt relieved 
by this conversation, and "Margaret, though unable to understand 
her sister, was assured against estrangement, and returned to 
London with a more peaceful mind" (308). Margaret thought that 
there wasn't tension between them, although Margaret wasn't able 
to understand completely why Helen objected. Margaret's attitude 
to try to talk with her sister made the situation better. Though 
Margaret cared about Helen, sometimes she got angry with her. , It 
was when Helen blamed Henry and Margaret. 
At Evie's wedding Helen took Mr. and Mrs. Bast to let them 
see Margaret. Leonard Bast used to work for the Porphyrion Fire 
Insurance Company. Henry told Schlegels that the Insurance 
Company could be on the blink of bankruptcy. Therefore the 
sisters informed Leonard Bast of it. Leonard, who didn't believe 
the information at first, quitted his job later and started to work for 
Dempster's Bank despite a decrease in salary. But the bank 
reduced the staff, and he came to be out of work. After Helen knew 
his miserable state, she brought the Basts to Margaret because 
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Helen thought 
unemployment. 
gathered guests. 
that Henry was to blame for Leonard's 
Helen shouted hysterically in front of the 
Even Margaret was offended with Helen. 
"[A]nger filled her, 'bursting in to Evie's wedding in this heartless 
way. My goodness! but you've a perverted notion of philanthropy. 
Look"' (223). Helen sharply condemned Henry's mistake which 
caused Leonard to be unemployed. Margaret felt that she was 
b'lamed by Helen because Margaret was engaged to Henry. 
Margaret wasn't pleased to hear Helen's condemnation. Margaret 
told Helen, "'Let me tell you once for all that if you take up that 
attitude, I'll do nothing. No doubt you're right logically, and are 
entitled to say a great many scathing things about Henry. Only, I 
won't have it . So choose"' (226). Helen wanted to make Henry find 
a new job for Leonard. But Margaret got angry with Helen, so 
Margaret said that she wouldn't help Leonard to get a new job if 
Helen kept attacking words. It was natural for Margaret to say so 
and to defend Henry. Margaret couldn't believe why Helen blamed 
Henry offensively and why Helen became so insolent as to annoy 
others. Helen's action made Margaret think that this matter could 
be a bad influence on their sisterhood. "'I haven't nearly done 
with you, though, Helen. You have been most self-indulgent. I can't 
get over it. You have less restraint rather than more as you grow 
older. Think it over and alter yourself, or we shan't have happy 
lives'" (226·7). Margaret couldn't be patient with beloved Helen, 
although Margaret had excellent nature to coordinate human 
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relations . Margaret was fed up with Helen's immature assertion. 
But Margaret tried to ask Henry to give Leonard Bast a new job. 
In the meantime, though Margaret felt angry with Helen, Margaret 
understood that Helen had consistence in her thinking, because 
Helen visited Margaret in order to see to it that Leonard Bast could 
work again. On behalf of Leonard, it was in Leonard's interest. 
However Margaret couldn't grasp Helen's action completely when 
Helen came back to London from abroad. 
Helen didn't meet nor call Margaret and Tibby after she 
came back to London. Margaret thought about why Helen avoided 
to meet her. 
It was morbid, and, to her alarm, Margaret fancied that 
she could trace the growth of morbidity back in Helen's 
life for nearly four years. The flight from Oniton; the 
unbalanced patronage of the Basts; the explosion of grief 
up on the Downs-all connected with Paul, an 
insignificant boy whose lips had kissed hers for a fraction 
of time. Margaret and Mrs. Wilcox had feared that they 
might kiss again. Foolishly-the real danger was reaction. 
Reaction against the Wilcoxes had eaten into her life until 
she was scarcely sane (272). 
Margaret thought that Paul's kiss made Helen react against 
Wilcoxes. Helen wasn't able to overcome the affair. "She never 
does forget, though she thinks she does; the sexual betrayal by the 
Wilcoxes generates in her a hatred for Wilcoxism that is to make 
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her act desperately, even insanely" (Trilling 110). That Helen 
didn't meet Margaret and Tibby resulted from the affair with Paul. 
Margaret could comprehend Helen's reactions, but she couldn't 
understand why Helen avoided meeting them, because Helen didn't 
seem to take the action for other people. Margaret didn't know 
how to deal with this situation, so sought Henry's help. 
Margaret worried about Helen and thought that Helen might 
be morbid, so talked with Henry. 
I was meaning that when she was eccentric in the past, 
one could trace it back to the heart in the long·run. She 
behaved oddly because she cared for someone, or wanted 
to help them. There's no possible excuse for her now. She 
is grieving us deeply, and that is why I am sure that she is 
not well. 'Mad' is too terrible a word, but she is not well. I 
shall never believe it (276·7). 
Margaret cared about Helen consistently. "Forster reveals the 
growing strain of Margaret's efforts to 'assimilate' Henry's world 
while retaining her own ' principles and her sister's love" 
(Duckworth 87). Margaret loved sister, whatever happened. 
However Margaret wasn't able to fully understand Helen's action at · 
that time. Therefore Margaret asked Henry to help herself to 
meet Helen. Henry suggested that Margaret should decoy Helen 
into Howards End and let Helen see a doctor. But Margaret 
objected to the plan. 
Margaret got angry why a psychiatrist would take part 1n 
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the plan. Margaret thought that Helen might be "mad" (276), but 
Margaret's "mad" (276) was different from Henry's "mad" (276). 
Margaret meant that Helen would be different from what she had 
been, but Henry guessed that Helen would have mental illness. At 
last, Margaret obeyed Henry and allowed the psychiatrist to go 
with her. When the psychiatrist asked Margaret whether Helen 
was right or not before, and whether Helen had a congenital disease 
or not, Margaret regarded the doctor a rude person. "However 
piteous her sister's state, she knew that she must be on her side" 
(282). Henry and the doctor tried to label Helen as a mental 
patient, but Margaret made a decision again to protect her sister 
from these men, in whatever condition Helen would be. 
Margaret could meet Helen at Howards End and came too 
know her young sister's development. Helen was pregnant. 
Margaret understood fully why Helen avoided meeting Margaret 
and Tibby. Helen took action not because of madness on behalf of 
her baby. Margaret loved her sister and tried to have Helen's wish 
-realised. 
Helen would like to spend with Margaret for the night in 
Howards End. Margaret thought that it was the last time for 
Helen to ask Margaret to do anything, because Helen had difficulty 
in keeping living in London. Helen had made love with Leonard 
Bast at a hotel on Evie's wedding day. Helen had a baby which was 
to be a bastard. Helen was doomed to be discriminated in England, 
so she had to leave the country. Margaret thought about Helen's 
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future and wanted to make Helen's wish come true. Helen said 
that they wouldn't need Henry's permission to stay in Howards End, 
but Margaret tried to ask for it. 
Margaret talked with Henry 1n order to get perm1ss10n to 
stay in Howards End . However Henry thought about her wish 
logically, and didn't allow Helen to stay overnight. Margaret 
thought that his explanation was unreasonable. Margaret was 
indignant because Henry insisted that what he did ten years ago 
was different from what Helen did. "'In what way different? You 
have betrayed Mrs. Wilcox, Helen only herself. You remain in 
society, Helen can't. You have had only pleasure, she may die. You 
have the insolence to talk to me of differences, Henry?"' (301) 
Helen couldn't live in England, but Henry didn't accept her offer. 
Henry put away his love affair ten years ago and criticized Helen's 
fault . Henry didn't change his mind, so Margaret returned to 
Helen without his approval. 
Margaret wanted Helen not to worry about Henry's refusal. 
This was the last night for Helen in England. "This was Helen's 
evening-won at what cost, and not to be marred by the sorrows of 
others. Of her own tragedy Margaret never uttered a word" (304). 
Margaret didn't inform Helen of the discussion with Henry. 
Margaret thought that she had to let Helen have her own way and 
spent the night with her. 
Margaret consistently loved Helen. Margaret thought 
sisterhood important. "Their feeling for one another reveals the 
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most sensitive possibilities in personal relations. Between sisters 
there can be an unconscious sympathy which travels over space and 
time and offers a depth of understanding rarely achieved between 
human beings." (Brander 133). When Helen was upset about 
Basts at Evie's wedding, Margaret got angry with Helen's attitude , 
but Margaret kept connecting with her from the beginning to the 
end. When Wilcox family moved into a house opposite Schlegel's 
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house in Wickham Place, Margaret took care of Helen because 
Helen had something to do with Paul Wilcox. Margaret tried to 
talk with Helen about why Helen severely objected to Margaret's 
engagement with Henry, for fear that the disagreement would bring 
separation between them. When Henry decoyed Helen in Howards 
End with a psychiatrist and labeled her as ment al disorder, 
Margaret decided to protect her sister. Even if Henry didn't allow 
Margaret to stay overnight in Howards End, she let her sister have 
her own way. The sisters didn't connect with each other from the 
beginning. They sometimes quarreled about their opinions, and 
Margaret checked each values. Finally Margaret was able to 
achieve proportional connection with Helen. 
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Chapter 4 
Disconnection from a person near the abyss 
In Howards End, Leonard Bast wasn't able to connect with 
Margaret directly, although she could be sympathetic and could 
coordinate with human relations . He desired more knowledge in 
order to acquire culture, so he tried to read many books and took 
part in a concert. Leonard, who came to connect with Helen, was 
in the lower middle class and couldn't live without working. In 
order to achieve his cultural desire, his economic situation was very 
low. "The boy, Leonard Bast, stood at the extreme verge of 
gentility. He was not in the abyss, but he could see it, and at times 
people whom he knew had dropped in, and counted no more" (58). 
Leonard's situation was almost at the bottom of social class and 
people around him gradually fell into "the abyss" (58). "Leonard is 
disadvantaged: little money, little education, little leisure." (Page 
23). He was engaged to Jacky, who was a middle-aged woman, 
and they were poor. Moreover it was difficult for him to expect a 
bright future because he had a bitter experience. "This young man 
had been 'had' in the past badly, perhaps overwhelmingly- and now 
most of his energies went in defending himself against the 
unknown" (50). Leonard had been deceived, so he couldn't believe 
other people whom he met. He tried to be defensive when he met 
Margaret Schlegel at a concert. 
· Leonard Bast got to know Schlegels when they listened to 
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Beethoven's Fifth Symphony at the concert . Helen went out of the 
hall with Leonard's umbrella in the middle of the concert . When 
Leonard noticed Helen leave with his umbrella, he asked Margaret 
sitting next to him what would happen to his umbrella. "'Excuse 
me, ' said Margaret's young man, who had for some time been 
preparing a sentence, 'but that lady has, quite inadvertently, taken 
my umbrella"' (48) . Leonard wanted to get it back . Margaret 
apologized to him and asked him to tell her his address. She 
intended to send his umbrella to his house later. However, he 
didn't teach his address because he had been deceived . Leonard 
suspected that Margaret would come to his house if he let her know 
his address. Margaret advised Leonard to visit her house in 
Wickham Place and passed her visiting card to him. After the 
concert Leonard dropped at Schlegels' house . 
When Margaret and Leonard went to Schlegels' house, he 
thought about his culture. Leonard read books and tried to 
acquire more culture. "Leonard has staked his salvation on his 
ability to acquire 'culture"' (Stone 24 7). By getting a lot of 
knowledge , he wanted to talk with people pleasantly. He regarded 
getting culture as a way to raise his pride and to save himself. On 
the way home, Leonard and Margaret had a conversation. Forster 
describes Leonard's thought. "Her speeches fluttered away from 
the young man like birds. If only he could talk like this, he would 
have caught the world . Oh, to acquire culture! Oh, to pronounce 
foreign names correctly! Oh, to be well informed, discoursing at. 
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ease on every subject that a lady started!" (52). Leonard was 
overwhelmed by Margaret's way of talking . She was much better 
at talking than Leonard . He was jealous of her, because he wasn't 
able to follow her conversation. Leonard craved to be such a 
person as Margaret Schlegel, who learned a lot of knowledge and 
talked eloquently. Regrettably though he wanted to realize his 
ideals, he focused on a trivial matter while talking with Margaret. 
He couldn't concentrate on the conversation with Margaret 
because his umbrella was taken away by her younger sister. 
he could not quite forget about his stolen umbrella. Yes, 
the umbrella was the real trouble. Behind Monet and 
Debussy the umbrella persisted, with the steady beat of a 
drum. 'I suppose my umbrella will be all right,' he was 
thinking. 'I don't really mind about it. I will think about 
music instead. I suppose my umbrella will be all right."' 
(53) 
If Leonard had wanted to be a well ·educated and a gentleman, he 
shouldn't have worried about his stolen umbrella. He should have 
tried to please Margaret by his repartees. But he couldn't do that. 
He was a man of small calibre . Through talking with Margaret, 
Leonard compared himself with her and knew that he was different 
from educated people. After he got back his umbrella in Schlegels' 
house, he was depressed. 
Leonard Bast desired to cultivate education and tended to 
compare his education with others. When he was on his way home 
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from Schlegels' house in Wickham Place, he looked back over a 
conversation with Margaret and Helen. As a result he felt inferior 
to them. "As he walked away from Wickham Place, his first care 
was to prove that he was as good as the Miss Schlegels. Obscurely 
wounded in his pride, he tried to wound them in return" (58). 
Leonard was proud of his education to some extent, because he 
made an effort to acquire it. But Schlegels seemed to Leonard that 
they were superior to him. Therefore when Leonard returned 
home, he showed his education to Jacky, who was his fiancee and 
poor at knowledge, in order to get sense of superiority. Despite his · 
superiority to Jacky, he was depressed by remembering the sisters. 
"[H]e could never follow them, not if he read for ten hours a day. Oh, 
it was no good, this continual aspiration . Some are born cultured; 
the rest had better go in for whatever comes easy. To see life 
steadily and to see it whole was not for the likes of him" (67) . 
Leonard felt that it would be no use cultivating his culture. He 
almost gave up his effort to read many books because he thought 
that it was impossible for him to overwhelm educated people. But 
the relation between Leonard and Schlegels didn't end. 
Before Schlegels were to go out to dinner, Leonard called on 
them. He was taken from the door to the dining·room and had a 
conversation with Schlegels. He tried to follow the ladies' talk. He 
was under the illusion that he could succeed in having a happy 
conversation by using knowledge from books. He made "the mists 
of his culture" (125) again and again. "'Yes , but I want-I 
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wanted-have you ever read The Ordeal of Richard Feverel?"' (124) 
Leonard referred to the title whose book he had ever read. After 
Margaret nodded assent, his mist lasted. "'It's a beautiful book. I 
wanted to get back to the earth, don't you see, like Richard does in 
the end. Or have you ever read Stevenson's Prince Otto?"' (124·5) 
He used knowledge of books. Helen sighed and regarded his 
reference as unnecessary. When Leonard started to talk about his 
experience of walking alone all night long, Margaret and Helen got 
interested in it. If he had continued to talk about his experience, 
the conversation could have been interesting. But Leonard 
showed his mists again. "He asked whether they had ever read E. 
V. Lucas's Open Road' (125) . Margaret and Helen didn' t want his 
mists. "When he tries to express his love for nature by citing the 
works of George Meredith, R.L. Stevenson, and F.L. Lucas, he 
communicates no more successfully, for Margaret and Helen do not 
appreciate these literary mediations of the experience of his 
nocturnal walk; they want the experience itself' (Duckworth 108). 
The sisters wanted to listen to his experience of walking. Leonard 
tried to make a witty conversation with his useless knowledge, but 
Schlegels were bored of his repetition of the names of famous 
writers and the titles of famous books. He couldn't achieve 
interesting conversation. 
After the talking, Schlegels understood that Leonard's 
remarks were off the point. When the hansom cab arrived at 
Schlegels' house, the sisters invited Leonard to their house another 
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day. However, he said that he would never call on Schlegels, 
because he thought that their wonderful conversation would never 
be repeated, and because he wanted to keep it as beautiful memory. 
'"Things so often get spoiled"' (128) said Leonard. Forster 
describes Schlegels' idea about him. "What he said wasn't wrong, 
but it wasn't right, and a false note jarred. One little twist, they 
felt, and the instrument might be in tune. One little strain, and it 
might be silent for ever" (128) . Margaret and Helen supposed that 
Leonard's way of thinking was strange a little. But he walked 
alone overnight, which got the sisters interest in him. "What the 
Schlegel sisters cherished in Leonard was the solid grain of honesty 
under the pitiful overlay of culture. He has walked all one night 
to see the dawn in the country, moved by an impulse which was half 
native sensibility, half literary sentimentality" (Trilling 112). 
Leonard was attractive to the sisters. Therefore Schlegels tried to 
get along with him. 
When the sisters talked with Henry about the Porphyrion 
Fire Insurance Company, both Margaret and Helen worried about 
Leonard, because he worked for the company. After the sisters 
were on their way home from a dinner party, they met Henry on 
Chelsea Embankment. Henry taught the sisters that there was a 
risk of bankruptcy of the Insurance Company. 
Afterwards, the sisters advised Leonard to change his jobs. 
But he refused their offer at · first . Leonard couldn't believe the 
sisters, because he had been deceived. Leonard thought that the 
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sisters intended to get th.e information of the company from himself. 
He got angry with them and went home . But he finally changed 
his jobs and joined Dempster's Bank, which gave him less money. 
Leonard informed the sisters of his change of occupation by a letter. 
Helen was different from her older sister and to support 
Leonard Bast. "For each of these intellectual sisters has reached 
out to the mysterious extremes of the middle class, Margaret 
upward to the Wilcoxes, Helen downward to the Basts" (Trilling 
105) . Unlike Margaret, Helen tried to take care of Leonard, who 
gradually fell into a poor household. After Leonard changed his 
jobs, Henry said to Schlegels that the Porphyrion Fire Insurance 
Company wouldn't go bankrupt, because the company joined tariff 
ring. Helen thought that Leonard didn't need to change his jobs 
and blamed Henry. "'A man who had little money-' she repeated, 
'has less, owing to us. Under these circumstances I do not consider 
"the battle of life" a happy expression"' (192). Helen supposed 
that Leonard started to work for Dempster's Bank, which gave him 
less money because of Henry's wrong information. Nevertheless 
Henry didn't acknowledge his failure . Margaret saw her younger 
sister get angry with Henry. "She saw that Helen's nerves were 
exasperated by the unlucky Bast business beyond the bounds of 
politeness. There might at ~ny minute be a real explosion, which 
even Henry would notice" (194). Margaret perceived Helen 
disrespectable to Henry. Helen didn't foam with anger and 
explode at the time, because Leonard didn't lose his job yet. Helen 
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tried to take care of Leonard and brought the Basts to Margaret 
and Henry. 
When Helen took the Basts to Margaret and Henry at Evie's 
wedding, Helen showed her anger and lashed herself into a fury. 
"'They're starving!"' (223) was the first thing Helen said to 
Margaret. "'He has lost his place. He has 'been turned out of his 
bank. Yes, he's done for. We upper classes have ruined him, and I 
suppose you'll tell me it's the battle of life. Starving. His wife is ill. 
Starving. She fainted in the train"' (223). Helen wasn't calm. 
She displayed her passionate personality in order to take care of 
the Basts. Helen spoke out about Leonard's economic condition 
and explained to Margaret that Leonard lost his job because of 
Henry's information. Helen tried to hold Henry responsible for 
Leonard's unemployment, therefore she asked Margaret to have 
Henry help Leonard to get a new job. Margaret understood 
Helen's request and told her to stay at a hotel with the the Basts at 
night. 
When Helen and the Basts stayed at a hotel in Shropshire, 
Leonard understood one thing about Helen. In a conversation 
with Helen, he was convinced that only Helen took care of him. 
"Helen had become "his" Miss Schlegel, who scolded him and 
corresponded with him, and had swept down yesterday with 
grateful vehemence" (233). Leonard thought that he was able to 
connect with Helen Schlegel. "Helen's most vital relationship is 
with Leonard Bast, one of the most interesting and least convincing 
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characters in the book" (Stone 24 7). After they talked, they got a 
letter from Margaret. 
Helen had sexual intercourse with Leonard at the hotel, 
after they knew that Leonard couldn't get a new job. Margaret 
wrote to them a letter which said that Henry couldn't hire him. 
Leonard Bast wasn't able to work again. He fell into "the abyss" 
(58) completely. "Helen loved the absolute. Leonard had been 
ruined absolutely, and had appeared to her as a man apart, 
isolated from the world" (308). Helen, who "loved the absolute" 
(58), saw Leonard come to be in the bottom of the world. She 
loved him and had sex with him. In this way, Helen connected 
with Leonard. But Margaret excluded him from her connection. 
Margaret Schlegel, who made much of personal relations and 
had a philosophy of "only connect", left Leonard out. At a 
dinner·party, Margaret insisted that the rich could save the poor 
like Leonard Bast if they would give the poor a lot of money at a 
time. Besides, she answered how many people the rich could save. 
"Doing good to humanity was useless: the many-coloured efforts 
thereto spreading over the vast area like films and resulting in an 
universal grey. To do good to one, or, as in this case, to a few, was 
the utmost she dare hope for" (134). Margaret thought that it was 
impossible to help all people in the world, and that all she could do 
was to be kind to some friends. Leonard wasn't able to be her 
friend. He was excluded from them by Margaret. 
At first, Margaret tried to make friends with Leonard. She 
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invited him to her house and advised him to change his jobs because 
she knew that the company, which Leonard worked for , could go 
bankrupt at that time. However, Margaret didn't gradually take 
care of Leonard because she learned Henry's practical way of 
thinking. When Henry said that the Porphyrion Fire Insurance 
Company couldn't go bankrupt, Helen worried about Leonard and 
got angry with Henry, but Margaret wasn't anxious about his 
economic state . When Helen brought the Basts to Margaret at 
Evie's wedding, Margaret said that '"Helen, I like Mr. Bast. I agree 
that he's worth helping. I agree that we are directly responsible"' 
(226) . She accepted Helen's request and asked Henry to help 
Leonard to work again, but she abandoned Leonard absolutely . 
When Helen and the Basts stayed at a hotel , Margaret wrote to 
Helen a letter which said that "The Basts are not at all the type we 
should trouble about . I may go round to them myself in the morning, 
and do anything that is fair" (239). Margaret didn't connect with 
Leonard Bast directly. "Margaret, when she learns that Jacky had 
been Henry's lover ten years before, is more nauseated than ever by 
the 'odours form the abyss ' and refuses to intercede. But Helen, 
turned Salvationist, is obsessed with finding deliverance for the 
Basts" (Stone 253) . After Leonard had sex with Helen, he stayed 
in "the abyss" (58). 
Leonard Bast was depressed unt il he died. Despite the fact 
that he had his wife, he had sex with Helen and got her with a baby. 
Leonard was doomed to be discriminated socially. He repented 
46 
having sexual relation with Helen. "The months after Oniton, 
whatever minor troubles they might bring him, were all 
overshadowed by Remorse" (307). Leonard intensely regretted his 
action and couldn't know what to do. He didn't work, and wanted 
money from his brothers, and spent with Jacky without aim. 
Leonard visited Howards End in order to apologize to Margaret for 
his sex with Helen. But he was hit by Charles Wilcox with a saber 
and was crushed by a bookshelf, and finally died of a heart attack. 
What Leonard could leave was a baby which Helen had. 
Helen lived with Margaret in Howards End and looked back 
over her past. Helen thought about how to deal with Leonard's 
death in her mind. Before Helen met Leonard, she had an affair 
with Paul Wilcox. Paul kissed Helen, but he instantly finished the 
relation with her . After Helen came back home in Wickham Place, 
she couldn't get over the affair . In that situation, Helen found out 
Leonard. At first, Helen wanted to get along with Leonard 
because she was interested in him. Leonard lost his job because of 
Henry's advice, so Helen took care of Leonard too much, and tried 
to save him, but she couldn't succeed in helping him to work again. 
Helen had sex with Leonard and had a baby . After he died, Helen 
got sentimental. 
"'I ought to remember Leonard as my lover,' said Helen, 
stepping down into t he field. 'I tempted him, and killed 
him, and it is surely the least I can do. I would like to 
throw out all my heart to Leonard on such an afternoon as 
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this. But I cannot. It is no good pretending. I am 
forgetting him.' Her eyes filled with tears" (327). 
Helen still worried about the relation with Leonard and had 
feelings of guilt, for she was forgetting him . 
In the final scene, Helen talked with Margaret . She was 
thinking about the future with her child while worrying about 
Leonard's death. Helen's son was in place of Leonard Bast. 
Helen had a hope of the future. Moreover, it was Margaret who 
supported Helen constantly. "Don't fret yourself, Helen. Develop 
what you have ; love your child" (327). Margaret tried to keep 
connecting with her younger sister. In addition, Margaret 
encouraged Helen to raise her child and got Helen focus on the 
future. "Helen is finally reconciled to Margaret's marriage 
because she sees the action as a heroic attempt to 'keep proportion"' 
(Stone 246) . Helen recognized Margaret's philosophy of "only 
connect" with proportion. " [Y]ou picked up the pieces, and made 
us a home" (328). Helen admired what her older sister 
accomplished and showed appreciation to her. Margaret could 
achieve to connect with Helen and her child except for Leonard 
Bast. 
Leonard Bast was excluded by Margaret, but Helen enabled 
him to connect with Margaret indirectly. He was excluded by 
Margaret from her personal relations. On the other hand he was 
taken care of by Helen so much. As a result , on behalf of Leonard, 
his child connected with Margaret as a hope through Helen. 
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Margaret wasn't able to achieve proportional connection in this 
story because she excluded Leonard. But it was Helen who 
enabled Margaret to connect with Leonard indirectly by her child. 
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Conclusion 
In Howards End, Margaret tried to connect with each 
character. 
First, she made friends and communicated with Ruth Wilcox. 
Margaret talked about Howards End with Ruth and invited Ruth 
to attend the luncheon. Ruth wasn't good at talking and 
expressing herself. Though Margaret noticed Ruth was out of 
place in that situation, Margaret understood Ruth's personality. 
Margaret wanted to deepen their friendship, so Margaret and Ruth 
went shopping for Christmas presents. Ruth would like to give 
Margaret a present, but Margaret refused to receive it . Moreover 
though Ruth wanted to go to Howards End with Margaret just after 
the shopping, Margaret declined to accept her offer. Margaret 
refused to accept both Ruth's offers because she thought two 
decisions were the best for them at that stage of their friendship. 
Margaret didn't have proportional connection with Ruth from the 
beginning, but Margaret 's personal relations with Ruth led to 
getting Howards End. 
Second, Margaret came to love Henry Wilcox, who had 
different values from hers. She wanted to marry him. After Ruth 
died, Margaret started to take care of Wilcox family because she 
recognized Wilcoxes' attraction, especially Henry Wilcox. 
Margaret thought that Henry was pragmatic and had "grit" (112) to 
achieve what he wanted. Margaret regarded Wilcoxes not as 
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enemies but as people with an attractive nature, so Margaret 
wanted to connect with him. Margaret adapted herself to Henry. 
She showed her kindness to Henry when they were talking and 
when Henry asked her to be his wife. Though Margaret found out 
Henry's love affair ten years ago, Margaret forgave it. However 
she couldn't accept Henry's decision when he refused to allow Helen 
to stay the night at Howards End. Margaret got so angry with 
Henry for the first time. When Margaret later lived with Henry 
and Helen at Howards End, she got a peaceful life and achieve the 
proportional connection with Wilcoxes. 
Third, Margaret made much of their sisterhood and kept 
trying to grasp her younger sister. It was difficult for Margaret to 
understand Helen deeply, because Helen's action was unexpected. 
In the beginning of the story, Helen fell in love with Paul Wilcox, 
but their affair came to an end soon. Helen refused to accept 
Margaret's marriage with Henry intensely. Margaret wanted to 
talk about each thought in order to keep their sisterhood. When 
Helen took the Basts to Margaret at Evie's wedding, Helen was 
upset. Margaret didn't like Helen's way of asking job for Leonard. 
But Margaret asked Henry to help Leonard to get a new job. When 
Henry regarded Helen as mad, Margaret tried to protect her sister. 
Margaret advised Helen, who worried about Leonard's death, to 
focus on her child. Though Margaret had troubles with Helen, she 
consistently loved her sister. She could accomplish proportional 
connection with Helen. 
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Fourth, at first Margaret intended to get along wit h Leonard 
Bast, but she excluded him from her personal relations. On the 
other hand Helen had something to do with him. Leonard Bast 
read a lot of books in order to acquire culture and sometimes 
compared himself with the sisters . Though Leonard showed his 
knowledge uselessly, Schlegels got interested in him when he 
started to talk about his experience of walking alone all night long. 
After Helen brought Leonard to Margaret at the wedding, Margaret 
sent Helen a letter which said that Henry couldn't hire anyone for 
the moment . Margaret excluded Leonard, while Helen made love 
with Leonard and had his baby. As a result, Helen enabled 
Leonard to connect with Margaret indirectly through his baby. 
Margaret had a philosophy of "only connect" and the ability 
to get along with each character. In personal relations, she had 
troubles, but finally she was able to achieve proportional 
connection except for Leonard Bast. He was the only person who 
wasn't included. On behalf of Margaret, Helen connected with him 
directly and enabled him to connect with Margaret indirectly 
through his baby. Margaret's ability to conne-ct was made be 
perfect by Helen. 
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